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County Annual Conference, 12 January 2013 
It is encouraging that the number of voting delegates to our annual County 
Conference continues to increase year by year – 22 in 2010, 26 in 2011, 31 last year, 
and 35 this year. And we were joined in Horncastle by Mr Tony Worth (our County 
Patron and the Lord Lieutenant),  Mr John Burke (the High Sheriff), Cllr Doreen 
Stephenson (leader of ELDC), Cllr Fiona Martin (Mayor of Horncastle), Mrs Sue 
Freeth (RBL Director of Operations), 15 Branch Standards, and a good turnout of 
members from Branches up and down the County. As Tony Goodwin, County 
Chairman, remarked, this turnout and so many candidates standing for election to 
County positions all showed that the Legion was alive and well in Lincolnshire. 

Cllr Stephenson stated, in her welcome, that ELDC were proud to host us for yet 
another year and to be so closely associated with us. She looked forward to an 
exciting year in 2013 with the anniversary of the Dambusters’ raid, and the launch in 
April and May of the Aviation and Memorial Trails.  She especially looked forward 
to working with us on the Community Covenant. 

In their reports the County President, Brig. Reeves, and County Chairman both set 
out the achievements of the County in 2012. The award of the Maurice Cup for the 
second time in three years showed that we were the most efficient and most effective County in the country. This 
reflected the time and effort put in by Standard Bearers, PAOs, event organisers, members of the Women’s Section 
and by everyone in Branches up and down the County. It was a team achievement of which we can all be proud. 
Brig. Reeves hoped for a hat trick! 

The Poppy Appeal 2011/12 had achieved another record at £802,079, thanks to huge increases of £13000 by City 
of Lincoln Branch, £6000+ by Boston and Grimsby, and other amounts by other Branches. All were to be 
congratulated. But there were potential problems, chiefly finding replacements for 20 PAOs in the County who 
would like to step down  

We had seen excellent, major events in 2012. The Rededication Service at Bourne was one of the best ever, 60 
members had seen H.M. The Queen at Burghley House, the Poppy Launch at East Kirkby had again been very 
successful not least because of the cover provided by the venue as the rain thudded down and the invaluable 
support of the Panton family, and the Cranwell Festival of Remembrance had been a sell-out with a remarkable 
performance by the Cranwell Amateur Theatrical Society(See page 8).  Membership had dipped below 6000 with 
the loss of the Grimsby RBL Club but recruiting was still strong, thanks to Bridget Wilcox and her recruiting team. 
Tony Goodwin again gave credit to Bridge (Vice Chairman) and the County Committee who had carried on as 
normal while he himself had been ill. He also paid tribute to John Copeland (County Committee member), who had 
recovered after serious illness. 

There will be major organisational changes in the future. These changes, in the Pathway for Growth, are not yet 
clear.  We have already fought off one attempt to hive North Lincolnshire into Humberside & Yorkshire, but 
County welfare is now organised from Derby. Morale among staff at Wellingore is low and the structure of County 
administration is not at all clear.  The Board of Trustees is preparing proposals to amend the Royal Charter on the 
governance of the Legion which would give greater powers to the Membership Council. The overall changes are 

expected to concentrate on the Legion’s welfare role. But this is a major project which will need 
everyone’s support to work. It is vital that Branches send delegates to National Conference. 

Tony Goodwin closed by thanking everyone for their support, especially that of his wife Jan. Together 
we can and do achieve results; our contribution is essential. Lincolnshire is a winning team. 
 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/counties/lincolnshire
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Our Annual Conference was another good day for 
Lincolnshire County. We were privileged to have the 
support of the Lord Lieutenant and the High Sheriff 
together with a Civic welcome from Mrs Doreen 
Stephenson, the Leader of East Lindsey District Council. 
Our guest speaker was Mrs Sue Freeth, Director of 
Operations. It was a pleasure to welcome delegates from 
so many of our Branches to the County Conference at 
Horncastle together with family and friends. Each year 
the numbers increase and this can only be good for our 
future.  

Sue Freeth delivered a Corporate message from the 
National Chairman and the Director General giving 
details of proposed future changes to the Royal Charter 
affecting the Board of Trustees, Membership Council 
and the Governance of the Royal British Legion. Copies 
of this document were available to every delegate to take 
back to their Branch and every Branch that was not 
represented has been sent a copy. Please read and 
discuss the material in your Branch. I am happy to 

answer any questions you may have if I can or at 
least send your question to the right person. It is very 
important that everyone understands the proposals 
being put forward, it will affect us all. It is essential 
that every Branch is represented at the National 
Conference in May.    

The County will hold a meeting of all Delegates 
prior to the Conference to discuss the proposals. 
Details of this meeting will be confirmed when the 
final wording of the proposals is published. This is 
likely to be in the second half of April or very early 
in May. 

This may seem to be a very sombre message with 
which to start the year but everyone of us needs to 
be aware of what is being proposed and everyone 
needs to use their opportunity to register their views. 
 
Kind regards,    

 Tony Goodwin 
County Chairman 

County Trophies & Awards 2013 
County Standard Bearer’s Cup   –           Richard Kent  (Washingborough) 
County Deputy Standard Bearer’s Cup  –           Gordon Hewitt (Spalding) 
Brian Marsden Cup   -            Lilly-May Kemp (Boston) 
Sharman Cup    – Alan Canham (Pinchbeck) 
Sheppard Cup     –           Alford & District 
Courtesy Cup     –           Steve Bonde (Stamford Branch) 
County Certificate of Appreciation - Sam Ezekiel (North Hykeham) 
National Life Membership  –           Fred Richardson (Gainsborough & District) 
 

Next County Conference Venue, 11 January 2014 –  Queen Elizabeth Grammar School, Horncastle 
 

 
County Patron: Mr A. Worth, MA, FrAgS 
President: Brigadier B. Reeves 
Chairman: Mr A.R.P. Goodwin, BEM 
County Secretary: Mr B. Mahoney 
 

CHAIRMAN’S FOREWORD 

Mr S.R.Bonde, Editor 
31 Clare Close, 

STAMFORD, PE9 2QA 
Tel: 01780 757041 

E-mail: srbonde@hotmail.com 

Richard Kent 

Alford & District Sam Ezekiel 
         

Fred Richardson 

Lillie-May Kemp Alan Canham Gordon Hewitt 

Steve Bonde 

mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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County Elections 2012 
Nomination for Election to National Conference Committee– Tony Goodwin (Surfleet) 

 
County Committee –    
For 3 years – in alphabetical order:   

Terry Butler (Bourne & District),           Marilyn Jones (Waltham & District),  
Pauline Seymour (Pinchbeck)  Derrick Scott (Laceby & District)  

 
County Conference Committee – in alphabetical order:   

Frank Byrne (Wrangle & District) Tom Gundry (Kirton in Lindsey) 
Grahan Wright (Horncastle & District) 

 
Fred receives his Life Membership from Tony 
Worth, our County Patron and Lord Lieutenant 

 

. 
Conference Motions 
There were two Motions for debate at this year’s conference. 
Stamford Branch proposed that the Royal Charter be amended to enable national Annual Conference to discuss and 
decide on matters of Legion administration. Currently the Conference may not consider any ’internal matter 
dealing with administration or staff and those matters concerned with the management of ‘ the Legion. The 
Stamford delegate pointed out that the last time Branches were consulted on anything was 8 or 9 years ago, that 
there is a lack of communication upwards leading to a perception, rightly or wrongly, that the leadership is out of 
touch, and that this injunction is wholly undemocratic. We were denied any voice on such issues as the high cost of 
membership administration, the current problems in the Membership Department, the annual losses on the Legion 
magazine, the hiccups in supply of support literature, recent hitches in the MS4/MEM20/MS4, etc. And Pathway 
for Growth, which affected every Branch deeply was being imposed without any consultation. This was not an 
attempt to grab power – we have all the power we need in our right to increase (or decrease) the membership 
subscription. This was about communication, getting the leadership to hear and listen to (and hopefully take into 
account) the views of the grassroots membership through the Branches. The Motion was carried unanimously. 
 
Bourne & District Branch proposed that one year’s free Legion membership be offered to all Service personnel 
when they leave the Armed Forces. The aim is to encourage many of the 24,000 who leave the Armed Forces each 
year to have a look at the Legion, dispel some of their perceptions of the Legion as an old man’s club, and 
encourage some of them to take up an active role in Legion activities. This would go a long way towards 
maintaining Legion membership at a sustainable level. The motion was carried by 29 to 6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fred Richardson  
Readers may recall an article in the Spring 2011 edition of 
LegionLincs, reporting that Fred Richardson, a member of 
Gainsborough & District Branch, had been honoured when a local 
housing development was named "Richardson Rise" after him 
following a recommendation by West Lindsey District Council. This 
was in recognition of more than 50 years of service by Fred to the 
Royal British Legion in the town.  
Now, aged 91, Fred was 
again honoured at the 
County Annual 
Conference when he was 
presented with Life 
Membership of the 

Legion for his life-long service. 
Fred joined the Legion in late 1945 or early 1946 and has been directly 
involved with the Poppy Appeal for the past 50 years. He became a 
service worker in 1967 and remains today the Branch sick and 
housebound visitor. He has completed 43 years as Branch Chairman 
and is currently Branch Vice-Chairman and continues to play an active 
role in all Branch and Poppy Appeal activities. Two years ago he was 
named ‘Citizen of the Year’ by Gainsborough Town Council. 



Lincolnshire – A Winning Team 
Safeguarding the welfare, interests and memory of those who are serving or who have served in H. M. Armed Forces 

Registered Charity No: 219279 

4 

 

 
 
 
Report of Sue Freeth, RBL Director of Operations 
Our guest of honour at this year’s County Conference was Mrs 
Sue Freeth, the Legions’s Director of Operations, and essentially 
its planning officer. Her report addressed four areas. 
While we help all age groups some 25% of all beneficiaries 
seeking RBL help now are under 45 years of age. We are 
supporting 165,000 cases each year, spending £1.7 million each 
week on services in counseling, business start-ups and grants, 
holidays and breaks, bereavement counseling and legal help, 
independent living, dementia care, homelessness, rehabilitation 
and recovery etc. We serve the members of the Armed Forces 
every day. Demands on our services continue to increase. We need 
to raise £90 million each year just to stand still. 
 
In 2010 the National Chairman stated that he wanted to give 
membership back to the members. The new Pathway for Growth 
aims to tackle the challenges arising from the withdrawal from Afghanistan, public expenditure reductions, changes 
in regulatory frameworks, changing beneficiary needs, falling membership and wrong public perceptions.  There 
will be new procedures to make it easier for Branches to vote for their regional members, better communication 
down from HQ, a new accounts system (LOMAS), an improved, more efficient complaints system, and better 
leadership development and training. 
 
The Legion needs to engage better with the Armed Forces both to raise the Legion profile among the serving 
community and also to demonstrate to them our relevance and what we offer. We need to understand the challenges 
facing the three Services and reservists. All serving personnel will be regarded as ‘military’ members of the Legion 
with digital access to the Legion and will be encouraged to engage more with the Legion family with a view to 
greater commitment over time. 
 
The Board of Trustees believe that the Royal Charter, as it stands, imposes bureaucracy and hampers further 
development, in particular the power of National Conference to reject change proposed by the Board of Trustees, to 
the Articles of the Charter. The Board want the National Conference this year to consider a motion on adopting a 
new Royal Charter. Among the changes proposed will be: 

- The Membership Council will become a committee of the Board of Trustees; 
- The Membership Council will take control of the national Annual Conference; 
- Annual Conference and ‘other formations’ will  be able to propose to the Board of Trustees changes to 

the Charter but the Board will assume the sole power, with a two-thirds majority of its members, to 
change the Articles of the Charter;  

- Annual Conference will retain the power, by special resolution, to approve any changes to the Rules of 
the Charter.; 

- The Governing Regulations will be removed and transferred to an enlarged Membership Handbook. 
- Annual Conference will retain the power to set the Membership Fee; 
- ‘Comradeship’ will become an additional charitable objective. 
- Funding research, eg the Centre for Blast Injuries, will become an additional power. 

This will be a package of proposals in an ‘all or nothing’ motion; there will be no cherry-picking. 
 
Finally, Mrs Freeth set out some of the changes already being introduced under Pathway for Growth. Three new 
combined regional and area offices will open in Birmingham, Manchester and Swindon. Three Assistant Directors 
of Operations and 16 Area Managers have been appointed and are preparing Area Plans to improve services, 
visibility to the public, and access for our beneficiaries. Systems and processes, especially IT systems are being 
improved to enable the Armed Forces community to access our services. The four themes of our work will be: 
 Welfare must be at the heart of everything we do; 
 We are a national organization with local delivery; 

Everything we do must be evidence-based -  we shall not commit resources on a whim; 
Improved, more efficient collaboration with like-minded organizations. 
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The current Lord 
Trenchard 

 

The BBMF Lancaster sporting new nose art featuring 
'Thumper' from the 1942 Walt Disney film 'Bambi' 
holding a foaming pint of beer 

 
 
 
 

Lincolnshire Bomber Command Memorial - Update 
New Patron for the appeal! 
The Trustees of the Lincolnshire Bomber Command Memorial Appeal are delighted that 
Lord Trenchard, grandson of the “Father of the RAF” (Marshal of the Royal Air Force Sir 
Hugh Montague Trenchard, GCB OM GCVO DSO) has agreed to be one of the Patrons for 
the appeal. His great enthusiasm and connections, including his role as Chairman of the 
RAF Benevolent Fund, which his grandfather also founded, will be enormously helpful and 
the Trustees are extremely grateful for his support. 

Vision for the Memorial 
An Interpretation Centre is planned alongside the actual memorial to ensure that future generations have access to 
the history of the Command and the County. Designs will include the main exhibition area, which will play host to 
roving exhibitions of Bomber Command artifacts from around the world, a lecture room and possibly a café. 
Architectural plans and designs are being considered with the University of Lincoln. 
The Exhibition will not only be a memorial to those who gave their lives (whose names will be engraved on the 
memorial), but will aim to give the complete story of the Command. It will provide a tribute to those aircrew who 
survived and to the backup teams of ground crew including engineers, fitters, armourers, planners and the designers 
and manufacturers of the aircraft and weapons themselves. The centre would not be complete without an 
understanding of the effect of the bombing campaign on the German side, and the scale of the devastation and 
suffering that occurred.  
Official launch 
The launch for the Appeal will take place on 31st May 2013 at the Lincolnshire Aviation Museum, East Kirkby. 
The Museum is home to the renowned Lancaster, Just Jane, in which visitors can pre-book the Taxi Ride which 
offers the chance to experience the Lancaster from a completely different point of view. You get to experience the 
vibrations, smells, sound and atmosphere of a real Lancaster Bomber operating on a real Bomber Command airfield 
in front of an original Control Tower providing you with the ultimate WW2 aviation experience. The venue 
provides a stunning and ideal background for the event.  
 
Memorial Flight Lancaster Gets New Identity  
The RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s Lancaster has taken on a 
new 'identity', that of 617 Squadron Lancaster B1 DV385, 'Thumper Mk 
III'.  
DV385 was one of the brand new standard Lancasters issued to 617 
Squadron as replacements after the Dams Raid over Germany in 1943. 
The plane flew a total of 50 operations, of which 37 were successful 
(bombs dropped). 35 operations are shown on the 'bomb log' under the 
cockpit of the 'new' DV385 in the form of a wartime photograph. The 
bomb symbols include one with a 'D' for Operation Taxable, the 'spoof' 
D-Day chaff mission on 5/6 June 1944, and one with a swastika denoting 
a kill against a German fighter.  
The original Thumper Mk III dropped a total of 15 Tallboy bombs and 
also dropped five 12,000-pound (5,400kg) HC blast bombs. It was involved in many important missions, including 
the first Tallboy raid against the Saumur railway tunnel in the Loire valley on 8 June 1944 and many raids against 
'V' weapon sites.  
Between February and August 1944, the aircraft was mostly flown by then FO (later Flt/Lt) Bob Knights DSO 
DFC and his crew (they flew 28 ops in Thumper, of which 23 were successful). W/Cdr John Bell DFC was the 
bomb-aimer on FO Knights' crew with 619 Squadron and then with 617 Squadron and flew with FO Knights on the 
29 missions he completed in Lancaster DV385. There will be an official event when John Bell will come and see 
the 'new' DV385 bearing the same colour scheme as the original. 
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Volunteer Caseworker Survey with 
Survey Monkey 
Our Area Office in Derby has commissioned a survey 
of Branch caseworkers to try to understand better 
their experience, measure their satisfaction, and offer 
them an opportunity to comment on their role. Copies 
of the survey will be e-mailed to recipients at the end 
of January with postal copies to other recipients in 
February. 
It is possible that you or your caseworkers could be 
contacted or take a call from someone called “Survey 
Monkey”. Please would you re-assure anyone who is 
concerned that the name “Survey Monkey” IS 
genuine – the survey company commissioned by Area 
Office - and part of an attempt to develop a better 
relationship with the Branch Caseworkers and to 
encourage them to take part in the survey. 

Home & Hospital Visitors Course 
We are frequently asked for Home Visits. Derby Area 
Office are therefore organising a Volunteer (or Branch) 
Home & Hospital Visitors Course in the Derby Office on 
Monday, 25 March.  
There is certainly a need for this service and Branches are 
encouraged to put their volunteers forward. The Area has 
been allocated 12 places, so it will be on first come, first 
served basis. Names, addresses, and contact numbers 
please by 28 February to:  
Lidia Puczynska, County Manager’s Assistant 
The Royal British Legion  
2nd Floor, Saxon House 
Heritage Gate 
DERBY, DE1 1NL 
Tel: (01332) 296299  
E-mail: lpuczynska@britishlegion.org.uk 
 

National Elections 
Elections will take place shortly for members of the Board of Trustees (3 places  11 Candidates) and for National 
Vice Chairman (5 Candidates). Our own County Chairman, has been nominated for both elections. We understand 
that CVs of all candidates will be published in the March edition of ‘Legion’ Magazine. All Branches will also 
receive copies of the CVs along with voting papers. 

Branches should note that the Special Circular, dated September 2012, contains two errors which should be 
corrected, as follows: 
Section 2 (Election) 
Second paragraph: - delete the first sentence and insert new sentence as follows: 
“Branches (not Branch Committees) are to consider the candidates, and the Chairman of the Branch Meeting is to 
complete and mark on the ballot paper the 3 preferred candidates of the Branch and return it to the ERS, using the 
envelope provided for that purpose, to arrive not later than 5pm on Tuesday 2 April 2013.”   
 Third paragraph: - delete and insert new paragraph as follows: 
“Ballot papers with more than 3 candidates selected will be considered spoiled and not included in the election.” 
The rationale for this change is that, given that there are 11 candidates for 3 vacancies on the Board, Branches must 
be given the opportunity to vote for 3 preferred candidates, rather than 1 as originally advised.  The ballot papers 
and accompanying documentation will reflect these changes. It is important that Branches follow exactly the voting 
instructions 

Branch Training Courses 2013 
Branch Committee members are local trustees acting on behalf of the Legion’s Board of Trustees. The Charity 
Commission require they receive the requisite training with regards to Charity Law and Trustee Responsibilities. It 
is therefore important that Chairmen, Secretaries & Treasurers who have not previously attended the relevant 
course, make every effort to do so. Other committee members are also encouraged to attend. The Branch Courses 
that were run last year were well attended and all the Branch Members who attended found them to be very useful 
and definitely aided them in their Branch roles. The County Chairman is very pleased with those Branches who 
took the opportunity to attend the training last year and is confident that other branches will do the same. 

The County will hold the following courses this year: 
  Branch Management 24 & 25 April (2days)  

Branch Treasurer 29 & 30 May (2days). 
They hope to hold further courses, (one of each) if other counties cancel theirs. Branches will be informed in good 
time. 

Please submit the application form, attached at the end of this newsletter, to the County Secretary (CS) ASAP. he 
will endorse it and forward it to HQ who will send you the joining instructions. he or the CTO will inform you that 
your application has been forwarded to HQ. 

We need to train Independent Examiners to enable Branches to pay for Audits at minimal cost. The County 
Secretary and County Training Officer have identified three candidates, but are happy to accept more We do not 
have any information at present on LOMAS training for Branch Treasurers, but Branches will be informed in due 
course. If Branches want to discuss any training matter, please do not hesitate to contact Sam Ezekiel, County 
Training Officer, on 01522 885716 or sezekiel@ntlworld.com, or the County Secretary. 

mailto:lpuczynska@britishlegion.org.uk
mailto:sezekiel@ntlworld.com
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The Panel chairman in full flow! 

Change at the top for Mablethorpe 

 
Terry Twelvetrees has stepped down as Chairman of Mablethorpe 
Branch after 30 years. He has been replaced by Col Sweeney who 
took over after the Branch AGM in December. Col, who has 32 
years military service, said that he would be pleased to be able to 
give something back to the community and to ex-Servicemen. He 
saw his role as steering the organisation and committee forward into 
the New Year and ensure that they continue to have a good, strong 
presence. Mark Reddin, PAO for Mablethorpe and Sutton-on-Sea 
paid a big tribute and thank you to Terry Twelvetrees for his 
committed service to the Branch over thirty years. 

 
Stamford’s New Members’ & ‘Any Questions’ Evening 
Over 30 Members turned out on 15 January for Stamford’s 
regular New Members’ Evening and Any Questions session. 
This was really impressive on a bitterly cold, icy evening. 
Well done to those who came! Three of the eight new 
members, recruited during the past six months, came along to 
be introduced, receive one of their welcome packs of 
information about the Branch and the Legion and, we hope, to 
enjoy themselves. 
One of them, Geoff Smith, is already an active member as he 
had already agreed to be one of the panelists for Any 
Questions. Other brave panelists, more or less willing, were 
Jayne Arscott, Brian Savory, and Pat Causton who were each 
able to draw upon an impressive lifetime of experiences with 
which to answer the questions put to them on such issues as 
the possible reintroduction of some form of national service, the way the recent election of Police Commissioners 
had been handled, the means-testing of the state pension and benefits, whether funds raised by the Branch should 
go to County welfare or building up the Branch bank balance, whether we should adopt a mascot for our parades 
and ceremonies, and finally what the Panel’s view was on answering frivolous questions – slightly surreal that one! 
Some of the questions generated real heat among the audience which is excellent. Thanks to each of the Panel 
members who were so brave to face these questions - both serious and daft. They will do it all again next July – 
provided members can dream up some suitable questions and some more panellists can be 
‘persuaded’! 
 
Poppy Shop & Fundraising 
A DVD of the Festival of Remembrance 2012 is now available for sale on the Poppy Shop. It 
costs £10.75, plus postage of £2.95. However they are offering The Poppy Days book FREE 
for every order over £25 (includes postage).   Branded Easter cards (packs of 8) will also be 
available very soon on the Poppy Shop, There are plenty of sale items too. 
Orders can be made online at www.poppyshop.org.uk or by telephone on 0300 1239 110. 

Proud to be British? 
Dragonfly is a TV company who make 
documentaries for a number of big 
broadcasters. They can be seen on their 
website: www.dragonfly.tv  
They are looking for people or families to 
take part in a new TV series who are 
outspoken and have strong views on how 
Britain is today – people who perhaps think 
it has changed for the worst, or have strong 
views on community issues like 
immigration, unemployment, or the welfare 
state, or whether Britain has lost its 
identity. There will be an opportunity to 
win a cash prize. 
If any Member wishes to take part or like 
to know more, they should contact: 
Elena at Dragonfly TV on 020 7033 3199 
or email: Elena.mourey@dragonfly.tv. 
All correspondence with be dealt with in 
confidence and by making contacting, 
Members will not be making a 
commitment to take part in the final 
programme  Anyone taking part and 
expressing strong views must be careful 
that they do so as an individual and is 
not seen as representing the Legion. 
 

http://www.poppyshop.org.uk
http://www.dragonfly.tv
mailto:Elena.mourey@dragonfly.tv
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The above book, published in 2005, is 
a study of 100 outstanding UK war 
memorials commemorating 20th 
century conflicts from the Boer War to 
the Falklands and Gulf Wars. Each 
entry is highly informative with a 
description of the memorial’s 
background and significance with 
photographs of the whole and detail. 
It would make an excellent present and 
is available at a special price of £10 
(inc p&p) from: 
Frances Moreton, Director, 
War Memorials Trust, 
Freepost RSCE-GKJS-BSLT, 
2nd Floor, 42a Buckingham Palace 
Road, London, SW1W 0RE 
 

 

Cranwell Amateur Theatrical Society 
(CATS) 
One of the highlights of our recent County Festival of 
Remembrance at RAF Cranwell  was CATS’ 
performance of war poetry and songs. Branches may be 
interested in this short history of CATS by Peggy 
Reading, pictured here, who led them last November. 
A theatre club at RAF College Cranwell was originally 
formed in the early 1960s. One of the founder members 
of the Cranwell Little Theatre, as it was then known, 
was a Flt Lt Mike Lambe, who was very well known in 
RAF theatrical circles as one of the founder members 
of The RAF Theatrical Association (RAFTA).  

The club enjoyed some modest success at the time and 
became well known for its talents, particularly in the area of musical theatre. Sadly, however, membership of the 
club dwindled in the late 1980s and early 1990s and the club underwent a period of dormancy until 2002, when Flt 
Lt Matt Littlecott canvassed the personnel of Cranwell with a view to resurrecting the club. Eight people responded 
positively, had an inaugural meeting in the ‘Cranwell Bowl’ and the theatre club was reborn. With the support of 
the then Station Commander, Group Captain Rob Cunningham, the club soon re-established rehearsal and 
workshop rooms, where club members could meet to discuss the future programme of productions.  

 The first production was ‘Inspector Drake & The Perfekt Crime’, a comedy written by David Tristram, which was 
performed on the 17/18/19 October 2002 in Whittle Hall; records show that the production was well received and 
such was the enthusiasm of the club members, planning for the next production started immediately. ‘Absurd 
Person Singular’ by Alan Ayckbourn was performed early in 2003.  

By May 2003, the group had become an affiliated club within RAFTA, enabling them to enter the RAFTA One Act 
Play Festival, which at the time was held at RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire. The Festival was held during the late-May 
Bank Holiday and with 14 clubs from across the RAF competing in a high standard of theatre, the club members 
were thrilled to win the Runner’s- Up trophy and the Adjudicator’s award for 
Best Direction. Since then, the club has gone from to strength to strength.  

The first pantomime to be staged was ‘The Fairies Quest for Sleeping 
Beauty’, and this led to the formation of our Youth Theatre, as a chorus of 
youngsters was needed to attract a wider and larger audience. Young 
members from Service families, as well as from the local village, responded 
to the advertising and the Youth section was born. 

 Meeting regularly on Monday evenings, the youngsters were taught speech, 
basic acting skills, the history of the theatre and theatre disciplines, and this 
popular section of the club continues to this day. Indeed, some of those 
original ‘youth’ members remained members until they went off to 
University, and we still have one who is now a member of the adult group!  

The club is now known as the Cranwell Amateur Theatrical Society or 
CATS for short. We believe we have built up a good reputation in the local 
area, performing one pantomime each year, hosting the RAFTA One Act 
Play Festival each Spring and, since 2004, we have entered a strong 
contingent of youth and adults in The Lincoln Music and Drama Festival. 
Furthermore, this year, 2012, CATS was invited to participate in the RAF 
College Cranwell Remembrance Day Service in Whittle Hall, and our 
contribution of poems and songs was very well received – we look forward 
to this being a regular feature in our annual calendar. The club has now won 
the RAFTA Premier Club trophy on several occasions, our pantomimes 
continue to win awards and a number of our members have won individual 
acting and directing awards from the RAF Theatrical Association. 

Of course, notwithstanding the successes we have enjoyed, as an RAF 
theatre group we do suffer the downside of fluctuating member numbers, but 
we are fortunate to have a strong foundation of civilian and retired Service 
members to keep the club viable, and we always welcome new members of 
any age! 
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 COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2013 
DATE             EVENT     VENUE 
17 March  Standard Bearers School   Louth 
27 April  County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
27 April  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
5 May   Annual County Service of Rededication Saxilby 
18/19 May  Annual Conference    Llandudno 
1/2 June  Deeping Show     Deeping 
23 June  Standard Bearers School   Crowland 
29 June  Armed Forces Day    Countrywide 
6/7 July  Waddington International Air Show  RAF Waddington 
13 July   County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
13 July   County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
14 July   Spilsby Show     Spilsby 
27/28 July  Heckington Show    Heckington 
15 September  County Standard Bearer Competition  Horncastle 
21/22 September County Chairman’s Seminar   Staverton 
22 September  Standard Bearers School – AGM  Louth 
28 September   Branch Chairmen/Secretaries’ Seminar  TBD  
5 October  County Welfare Committee Meeting  Wellingore 
5 October  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
6 October  Service in the Field    Sibsey   

 20 October  Presidents’ Fund Raising Lunch   Woodhall Spa 
26 October  Poppy Appeal Launch    East Kirkby 
3 November  Festival of Remembrance   Cranwell 
8 November  Poppy Golf     Woodall Spa 
9 November  Festival of Remembrance   Royal Albert Hall 
10 November  Remembrance Sunday    Countrywide 
11 November  Armistice Day     Countywide 
7 December  County Committee Meeting   Wellingore 
11 January 2014 Annual Meeting of County Conference  Horncastle 

 
NB:  This calendar of events is subject to amendment depending upon National events etc.  
 

Standard Bearer dates 
This year’s Regional Standard Bearer Competition will take place on 6 February at Hodson Hall, 
Loughborough Grammar School, Burton Walks, LE11 2DU. The venue will be open from 10.30 a.m. and 
the competition will start at 1.00 p.m.  Will Branches please inform their County Standard Bearer of these 
arrangements and let Sheila Fear know before 13 February the name of your County Standard Bearer 
attending. She can be contacted at 5 Hospital Lane, Blaby, Leicester LE8 4FE, Tel: 01162 773001 or at     
brishe@sky.com 

Spectators are very welcome but please no photographs or stop watches to be used during the 
competition. A raffle prize would be most appreciated to offset the cost of refreshments.  

Other dates for the County Standard Bearers’ School sessions: 
17 Mar Northgate RBL Club Louth. 
23 Jun  Chapel St RBL Club Crowland 
22 Sep  Northgate RBL Club Louth (AGM) 

  

And the County Standard Bearer Competition will be held on 15 September the Queen Elizabeth 
Grammar School, Horncastle. 

mailto:brishe@sky.com
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    Spring Ball 

23rd March 2013 
7.30 – Midnight 

 
£20.00 

Includes Hot Food 
Thorpe Golf Club,  LN6 9BW 

 
 

Alison:   07738624146 
Jane:       07752733113 

 

 
 
 

. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Readers might notice that only two Branches feature in this edition, Stamford and Mableforth, and one of those 
articles was picked up from a newspaper.! Can it be true that no other Branches have done anything of interest 
since the end of November? Or are you all just shy? 

We are trying to get this newsletter back on to a 2-monthly basis, as before, but it is difficult, if not impossible to 
do so without Branches confessing to us news about their activities. The next, Spring, edition of LEGION LINCS 
(hopefully a harbinger thereof) will issue at the end of March. Could Branches please send me material on their 
activities during this period - by about 15/16 March 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
Mr Fred Jones, Sleaford & District   Mr L Bristow, Heckington  
Mrs Zenda Callaby, Alford & District  Mr Raymond Walton, Long Sutton   
Mr Douglas Dade, Pinchbeck   Mr J D Fish, Holbeach 
Mr J T Snell, Spalding     Mr Michael Dalton, Waltham & District 
Mr Keith Harris, Barnack & District   Mr P. Scriven, Stamford 
Mr R. Sloan, Stamford   Mr J.Binder, Stamford  
Mrs J L Emeny, Holbeach   Mr A Brumhead, City of Lincoln  
Mr J L Clay, Donington & Quadring   Mr W F Mallett, Donington & Quadring  

            Steve Bonde 
Editor, LEGION LINCS 

 

The poster above gives details of a Spring Ball which 
is raising funds for St Barnabas and the Legion. It is 
being held at Thorpe Golf Club just outside Lincoln 
on the 23 March 2013 A boy went to war in 1914 and left his bike chained to a tree. 

He never made it home, and his family left the bike by the tree 
in his memory. This is the tree today. 

Arctic Star/  
Bomber Command Clasp 
The Prime Minister announced on 19 December that an 
Arctic Star is to be issued to veterans of the WWII 
Arctic Convoys to Russia and that a clasp would be 
issued to veterans of Bomber Command. More than 
3000 sailors and airmen died in the Arctic Convoys and 
55,000 in Bomber Command.  
No further details are yet available but the Government 
has been urged to issue these awards without any 
further delay. There are believed to be only some 200 
Arctic Convoy veterans still alive. As one putative 90 
year-old recipient, a Stamford member, commented 
‘Time is no longer a luxury the brave men of either 
campaign have on their side’. 
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Application to Attend 
National Membership Training Course 

             Please complete all sections of the form and forward it to either your County/District Training    
             Officer or County/District Secretary/Membership Administrator where no C/DT0 exists in       
             your County/District, depending on local practices. For Branch-level courses the Chairman or    
             Secretary should also endorse the application. 
 
            If your course request is successful and subsequently you need to withdraw from the course    
            you must contact County/District office or the Training team as soon as possible. 

           Please note that the Legion is investing in your training and therefore expects 
              that an individual, who attends training, will use their new skills/knowledge for    

           the benefit of the Legion and our beneficiaries. 
 
 

 Date of Application:  

 Full Name:  

 Address:  

 Contact Nos. (Home &    
 Mobile): 

 

 Email:  

 Branch & County/District:  

 In case of an emergency who   
 do we contact? (Name and   
 phone number): 

 

 Which course(s) are you  
 applying to attend and where? 

 

 Date of course(s):  

 Which Legion appointments do 
 you currently hold or are likely  
 to hold in the near future? 

 

 Have you attended any  
 National Membership courses  
 in the last five years - if so  
 when and where? 
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Data Protection Act 1998 - The Legion is required under the Data Protection Act, to 
ensure that all information provided by applicants to attend Membership Training 
Courses, is used solely for administrative purposes and held thereafter in the 
Membership Training Department archives and database. 

 

 
 

Endorsement by CTO/CS or other relevant person: 
 
 

Please indicate here if the 
application is or is not 
supported by the County and 
give reasons if not supported: 

 

Endorsed by (name & 
appointment): 

 

Date:  

 

Do you have any special 
dietary requirements? If ‘Yes’ 
please provide details: 

 

Do you have any disabilities 
that we need to take account of 
or be aware of during the 
course? If ‘Yes’ please provide 
details: 

 

 


